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HEN are those people over in India going to be able to 
take care of themselves?” 

This question was asked, in a somewhat petulant tone, by a 
lady who was invited to contribute to missions. The solicitor 
felt like retorting by asking, Are we able to take care of our- 
selves? Are we not the recipients of blessings daily, bestowed) 
by our Heavenly Father? Are we not rich in our inheritance 
of national, educational, and Christian blessings, which have 
come down to us through generations of growth, and for which 
no credit is due us? Shall we selfishly wrap the mantle of ease 
about us, and fail to recognize the obligation resting upon us as: 
children of the one great Father, to carry help and blessing and 
uplifting to the more unfortunate ones? 

The thought of the one who asked the above question prob- 
ably was, that, with the effort that has been made for the con- 
version of the heathen in our field, they ought to be able to take 
care of themselves, as churches do in our country. Such a 
thought shows much ignorance, and a very narrow conception 
of the real state of things. It is true, in our own country, that 
persons whose whole early training has been vicious, when con- 
verted, show plainly the dwarfing effect thereof. They may be 
good, honest Christians, but the average shows much less sym- 
metry of development in the Christian life, than in the case of 
those who have been carefully nurtured. What, then, ought 
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we to expect from converts from the depths of heathenism, 
whose whole ideas of life, in relation to morality, family and 
social life, have to be reconstructed? The wonder is that so 
much has been gained. Nothing but the wonderful, uplifting 
power of Christianity could have brought to native Christians 
such results as have been attained. Then let us not be impa- 
tient, if the work is slow. Our Father bears patiently with this 
gradual development. Surely we, the almoners of his bounty, 
can continue our seed-sowing, patiently cultivate the field, and 
trust him to take care of the harvest. ‘‘ He that believeth shall 
not make haste.” 
7 


INFLUENCE OF HEATHENISM UPON WOMANHOOD. 


HE condition of the female half of the human family is so 
intimately connectéd with the progress of the whole race, 
that no one can regard the condition of women in foreign lands 
with other than profound concern. It must be true, in the very 
nature of things, that the mothers will impress themselves upon 
the national, the family, and individual life. How can it be 
possible that, in countries where woman is regarded and treated 
as she is in heathen lands, there can be rapid progress in any 
direction until she is redeemed from the slavish customs of 
those countries? 
Rev. J. T. Gracey, D. D., says, in an article on “ Women and 
Missions,” in the Methodist Review :— 


“ Girl life, among more than half the population of the globe, 
seems the cheapest thing in the dust-bin of human possessions. 
A missionary lady in China tells of twenty-five women, between 
thirty and sixty years of age, among whom were born sixty male 
and one hundred and twenty female children. Of these, twen- 
ty-one males and twenty-three females lived till ten years of age. 
Eight males and thirty-one females were destroyed at birth. 
Another missionary lady, in the same country, knew of one hun- 
dred mothers who had rn one hundred and fifty-eight 
female children.” 


What a sad fact, that, with a knowledge of these things within 
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their reach, Christians can be found who are ready to say: ‘‘ We 
have no interest in foreign missions. The heathen will be well 
enough off, if let alone.” 

The blood of every Christian woman ought to boil with indig- 
nation at the existing state of things. It is selfishness, such as 
finds no place within the pale of Christianity, to rest at ease and 
do nothing to help change this state of things, just because we 
are appreciated and protected, and dwell in happy homes, where 
the little girl baby is as gladly welcomed as the boy. The whole 
life and teaching of our Saviour should inspire us to use our ut- 
most endeavors to raise the standard of appreciation of woman- 
hood. 

Investigations by the British government, in 1871, revealed 
the fact that :— 


“The Baboos of Bhudawus Kalan live in ten villages, in seven 
of which were found one hundred and four boys and one girl. 
Their other villages are said to contain two girls. These villages 


are notorious for Suttee monuments, and their tanks are said to 
be paved with infants’ bones. The Baboos of Nagpore live in 
twenty-seven villages. In the nineteen visited were found two 
hundred and ten boys and forty-five girls. The Baboos of Pur- 
tabgarh live in five villages. In the two visited were found 
thirty-one boys and one girl. One girl is said to exist in their 
other villages. The Baboos of Asagpoor preserve their old 
reputation. They have twenty boys ; and no girl has ever been 
known in their village.” 

Dr. Gracey says that the “ explanation that these men do not 
marry in their own tribe, implies that they can secure all the 
wives they want from other tribes, though the women and their 
parents know that girl children will be thus disposed of.” 

It may be wondered at, that, with maternal instincts so strong 
in all mothers’ hearts, heathen mothers so quietly abide by and 
aid this state of things. But we must remember that life has 
brought to them so much of disappointment, and they feel so 
bitterly the degradation of their lot, that there can be no real 
desire for their girls to pass through similar experiences. Then, 
in addition to this, there are the selfishness and narrowness that 
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have been warping and dwarfing their natures for centuries. 
That they are not indifferent to their lot, is shown by remarks 
made by them. We quote again from Dr. Gracey’s article :— 

“ «The life we lead is just like that of a frog in a well,’ said a 
Hindu zenana woman. ‘Everywhere there is beauty, but we 
can not see it.’”’ 

“Any life is better than this,’ says another heathen woman ; 
‘even an animal, a worm, is less miserable.’ ” 

In view of these things, is it not the duty of Christian women 
to arouse themselves to an intensity of activity previously un- 
known in missionary work? The concentrated power of the 
women of Christendom, brought to bear upon this difficult prob- 
lem, will, by the grace of God, find its solution sooner than we 
imagine. 








Dr. T. L. Cuyer says: “To-day the want of this dying 
world is Christ. The one gift that includes all spiritual gifts, 
the blessing that enwraps all blessing for us, is Jesus. A per- 
sonal Jesus accepted is salvation ; a personal Jesus obeyed is 
sanctification ; a personal Jesus trusted is perpetual joy ; a per- 
sonal Jesus possessed is our only power. Without him, all 
preaching is empty clamor ; without him, all church machineries 
but idle clatter. If we covet a genuine revival of spiritual life 
and power, let us open our lips, our purses, our hands, and our 
hearts, to this deepest, grandest, most heaven-born of petitions : 
“Come, Lord Jesus !’” 


+> 
ie ila 


THERE are now in the United States, exclusively for colored 
students, 56 normal schools, with 8,509 students ; 43 academies, 
with 6,632 students; 18 colleges, with 2,298; 24 theological 
schools, with 665 ; four law schools, with 53; and three medi- 


cal schools, with 125. 
eo ee 


‘‘CERTAINLY I will be with thee!” Starry promise in the night! 
All uncertainties, like shadows, flee away before its light. 
‘‘Certainly I will be with thee!” He hath spoken; I have heard! 
True of oid, and true this moment; I will trust Jehovah's word. 
—F. R. Havergal. 








THE MISSIONARY HELPER. 





ALL THE WORLD FOR JESUS. 





[We pur vege under this heading, to give our readers, in each issue, some facts 
reiting to the progress of missionary work in different parts of the world.] 


THE introduction of Christianity into Central Africa is attend- 
ed by arepetition of the story of persecution which has attended 
the progress of Christianity everywhere. In some places there 
is much activity in introducing Mohammedanism. 

The agitation now going on in India, in regard to child-mar- 
riage and enforced widowhood, must produce good results. 
Prof. Max Muller has written to a gentleman in India, to prove 
that these customs are not advocated by the sacred books of 
the Hindus. The people are divided into two parties in regard 
to the matter. One party urges the intervention of the govern- 
ment, the other opposes. 

a 
CHRISTIANITY IN FIJI. 


HEATHENISM in Fiji was of the most degraded type when the 

islands were first visited by missionaries. ‘“ The distinguishing 
feature in the wicked customs of these islanders was their can- 
nibalism. It was interwoven with the whole frame-work of so- 
ciety, so much so that not only in the case of prisoners taken in 
war, but on the most ordinary occasions, such as the building of 
a house, the launching of a canoe, and the like, the offering and 
eating of a human sacrifice was considered indispensable.” 
The religion of the Fijians, such as it was, corresponded to their 
deep moral degradation. The gods they worshiped were en- 
dowed by them with their own worst qualities. And, as might 
have been expected, the priests wrought upon the superstitions 
of the people, over whom, in concert with the chiefs, they ex- 
ercised absolute control. 

The first efforts to evangelize the heathen on the Fiji Islands 
were made by the native missionary society of the Friendly Isl- 
ands. When, in 1834, the king and queen and thousands of 
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their subjects on the Island of Tonga were converted, they 
wished to send the Gospel to Fiji, and, in 1835, two of the Ton- 
gan missionaries were appointed to commence the new mission. 
These were followed, in 1838, by three missionaries sent out 
from England by the Wesleyan Missionary Society. ‘These isl- 
ands were transformed by the Gospel. 

Miss Gordon Cumming, in her recent work, “At Home in 
Fiji,” regarding the work of the Wesleyan missionaries, says : 
“I often wish that some of the cavilers who are forever sneering 
at Christian missions could see something of their results in 
these isles. You may pass from isle to isle, and everywhere 
find the same cordial reception by men and women. Every 
village on the eighty inhabited islands has built for itself a tidy 
church, and a good house for its teacher or native minister, for 
whom the village also provices food and clothing. Can you 
realize that there are nine hundred Wesleyan churches in Fiji, 
at every one of which the frequent services are crowded by de- 
vout congregations ; that the schools are well attended; and 
that the first sound which greets your ear at dawn, and the last 
at night, is that of hymn-singing, and the most fervent wor- 
shiping from each dwelling, at the hour of prayer? ’””—Gosfel 
in All Lands. 





A CHRISTIAN FUNERAL IN A BuDDHIsT TEMPLE.— Zhe Sower 
and Mission Monthly reports a remarkable event which took 
place in Nagasaki, Japan, on Sunday afternoon, Dec. 12: “The 
wife of the governor of this province died very suddenly last 
Friday night, and, though the governor is not a Christian, and 
the funeral services over his wife’s remains were to be held in a 
Buddhist temple, with Buddhist ceremonies, the governor ear- 
nestly requested Mr. Stout to make an address in English. 
(The governor understands English, and speaks it very fluently. ) 
Mr. Stout, though wondering at the strange request, consented ; 
and, Sunday afternoon, in a Buddhist temple, in the midst of 
Buddhist funeral ceremonies, a Christian missionary addressed 
the audience, ending with a prayer to Jehovah God.” 
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MISSIONARY COSTUMES. 


IN response to the statement of plan and need, in the March 
HELPER, the committee on costumes gratefully acknowledges 
contributions from the following societies and friends :— 


Young People’s Society, Carolina, R. I...cccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccces $1 00 

Mrs. A. M. Metcalf, Carolina, R. I..... Gdnedsdecentinedacescckawetveséctut I 00 

Washington Street church auxiliary, Dover, N. H 

Band and auxiliary, West Falmouth, Maine (with promise of another col- 
lection) 

‘*Mission Workers,” Prairie City, Ill 

Auniliary, Pawtucket, Re Tecsnscsdccucesccccsccccnccsevecsecstaceassccesnes 

Auxiliary, Rochester, N. H 

R. W. church auxiliary, Providence, R. I. (previously received) 

Greenwich Street church auxiliary 


Also received,— 


R. W. “ Busy Gleaners,” Providence, R. I., three costumes; a friend, Chinese 
‘*joss sticks” and ‘‘chop sticks;” a friend, head-kerchief worn by Bulgarian 
women, 


The work has enlarged not a little upon our hands. The first 
thought was to obtain imitations only of foreign garments, with 
the hope of adding, in the future, genuine native garments and 
curiosities. But an unexpected opportunity to obtain costumes 
and articles directly from our own field in India was eagerly 
welcomed. Since the last statement, a letter has been received 
from Miss Ida Phillips, inquiring the amount which could be 
expended in this direction, and kindly giving suggestions as to 
the most desirable collection of costumes, household articles, 
etc., together with the prices thereof. The committee author- 
ized Miss Phillips to use twenty dollars for this purpose, greatly 
wishing the amount could be doubled. 

With the earlier plan, it was rather expected that the above 
amount would cover the entire present outlay, but it was unani- 
mously deemed wise to perfect, as far as possible, the India col- 
lection, and add costumes of other countries (or their represen- 
tations) at a later date, if need be. 

These importations from India are largely for the zenana en- 
tertainment already referred to (March HELper, page 81), and 
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which will doubtless be arranged by Miss Ida and Mrs. Dr. 
Phillips. We propose to make this entertainment as realistic 
and true to life as possible, and also to have it so prepared and 
written out, and furnished with costumed dolls to illustrate the 
peculiar Hindu mode of draping garments, as to render it avail- 
able to any and every society. 

We are therefore pledged for twenty dollars, and the receipts 
thus far are $9.13. After this pledge is canceled, and as quickly 
as funds are received, costumes for the dialogues previously 
mentioned will be added. All contributions will be duly ac- 
knowledged in the HELPER. Send to Miss K. J. Anthony, 40 
Summer Street, Providence, R. I. 


ee 


THE following interesting resume of the MISSIONARY HELPER’S 
contents for 1886, is an extract from a valuable paper by Mrs. 
E. D. Jordan, read before the annual meeting of the Portland, 


Me., missionary auxiliary :— 


As we open the twelve numbers of the MIssIONARY HELPER, 
from January, 1886, to January, 1887, and study its 450 pages, 
we find it a treasury of thought, its jewels and gems digged out 
and polished by many consecrated Christian women. Here are 
the inspiring editorials and wise counsels of her who, for these 
nine years, has been its efficient editor and agent. There are 
twenty-five valuable letters from our toilers in India,—Mrs. 
Burkholder, Miss Coombs, Dr. Nellie Phillips, Misses Ida and 
Hattie Phillips, Mrs. Smith, Mrs. Griffin, Mrs. George, and Mrs. 
Coldren, giving us, with the familiarity and fidelity of home let- 
ters, the dark and bright scenes in Hindoo life, also cheering 
news of the growth of the “ Kingdom of God,” and earnest 
pleadings for the millions of Orissa, who are depending upon us 
for spiritual meat and drink. One says: “ Nothing is limiting 
our work in India so much as lack of money ;” and from Asia, 
Africa, and Europe, the missionaries write: “Oh, that I could 
double and tréble my time and strength, to be able to enter 
these open doors, and those that are just beginning to open!” 

Besides these frequent messages from India, there aré many 
from the brave toilers in our home-mission fields in the West, 
and from Harper’s Ferry in the South. 
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Very precious, too, have been the Bible readings by Mrs. A. 
C. Hayes, and the heart-thrilling poems written by the sweet 
singers of our denomination,—Mrs. Ramsey, Mrs. F. L. Hayes, 
L. G. Tourtellot, and Hopestill Farnham ; and there are also 
stirring articles in prose, from Mrs. Hill, Mrs. Given, Miss 
DeMeritte, Ida Hazelton, and our returned missionaries, Mrs. 
Bacheler and Mary, and Mrs. Jas. L. Phillips. Two numbers 
have had the fruitful story of “ Miss Pickett’s Missionary Box,”’ 
and in every issue are the valuable pages of “The Children’s 
Niche”? and the “Home or Mother’s Department,” with its 
words of cheer for tired women. Have we not been richly re- 
paid for our fifty cents by this year’s return, and can any of us 
afford to do without it during 1887? Sixty-two subscriptions 
have been sent for the HELPER from our church, four of these 
going to distant friends. One copy was sent to the Home for 
Aged Women, making 26,506 pages of mission reading circulated 
through our church. Three of these subscriptions were paid 
for by the auxiliary, and sent to those who had been subscrib- 
ers, but could not easily renew.—Z. D. Fordan. 


“T can not tell you, in this foolish Japanese tongue,” said one 
of the first converts in Japan, to the missionary, “ and I don’t 
believe I could tell it if I had your tongue, nor if I had an an- 
gel’s tongue ; but one poor heart ’’—putting his hand over his 
own heart—* can feel it all.” 


——_—_ + > + —_____ 


O TIRED heart, 
God knows, 
Not you nor I, 
Who reach our hands for gifts 
That wise love must deny. 
We blunder, where we fain would do our best, 
Until aweary; then we cry, ‘‘ Do Thou the rest,”— 
And in His hands the tangled thread we place 
Of our poor, blind weaving, with a shaméd face. 
All trust of ours He sacred'y will keep, 
So, tired heart—God knows—go thou to work or sleep ! 
—Hannah Coddington. 
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WANT OF RELIGIOUS FREEDOM IN AUSTRIA. 


CORRESPONDENT of the London onconformist writes 
as follows respecting Protestant mission work in Austria :— 


“Not a tract or book must be given away. The Holy Script- 
ures can not be freely sold by colporteurs. Sunday schools, as 
missionary institutions, are out of the question. There can be 
no free preaching of the Gospel with open doors in public halls 
or private houses. All that is allowed is family worship. In 
other words, if a man chooses to gather his friends around his 
table or in his house, there is nothing to prevent his asking 
them to join him in worship, or to listen to a discourse he may 
deliver. Under this pretense,—for, of course, it is nothing 
more,—many meetings are held, but all attending them must 
be able to furnish a card of invitation. In one or two cases,— 
for certain reasons, I mention no names,—the police even al- 
lowed such meetings to be held in halls hired for the purpose. 
But, within the last few weeks, even this small concession has 
been withdrawn. 

“Tn one case, a minister is allowed to hold one service in the 
week, but on condition of his sending his text for the following 
Sunday and the subject for his discourse to the police office 
every Monday morning, and of his receiving on Saturday even- 
ing permission to preach on it. There can be but little doubt 
that the Romish church makes itself acquainted with all Protest- 
ant movements, and ever aud anon becomes alarmed ‘at the 
activity displayed, and so stirs up the police to fresh activity. 
But it is strange that a country in some respects so enlightened, 
and with an emperor whose sentiments and whose doings are 
known to be generous, should suffer such pettifogging and vex- 
atious proceedings. 

“The fact is, the vast majority of the more thoughtful and 
educated portion of the population are entirely alienated from 
all religion. It is a subject about which they feel no concern. 
If some portion of society wishes for church institutions, by all 
means let them have them; but let them be respectable and 
orderly, working quietly within their own borders, and not in- 
terfering with those whose whole concern is for this life and its 
pleasures. Thus there is no possibility of awakening any gen- 
eral interest on the question of religious liberty, and even the 
Protestants, who should take the lead in the movement, and 
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leave no stone unturned in order to secure full freedom, are, as 
a rule, too indifferent to real religious life and activity to con- 
cern themselves about this matter. They have all they want; 
they are free to worship in their fashion, when inclined to do 
so, and that is enough. They have no sympathy with aggress- 
ive action. 

“This, I say, is the position of the vast majority of the mem- 
bers of the Reformed and Lutheran churches. Happily, there 
is a growth of religious life in these communions. Ministers 
are being roused to greater activity ; Sunday-schools are extend- 
ing,—of course, as institutions for the religious and spiritual in- 
struction of Protestant children ; and it may be hoped that ere 
long the religious life stirring within these old State institutions 
will become so general and so strong as to break forth in efforts 
for the conversion to Christ of the great mass of godless and 
idolatrous people around them. 

“When that day comes, religious freedom, in the full extent 
of the term, will first of all be taken, and the State will be com- 
pelled to grant it to all and sundry of the religious bodies. 
Meanwhile, Austria stands conspicuous among European coun- 
tries for its narrow views on a subject which elsewhere has been 
settled, even by governments which have not the slightest care 
about religion, but which have seen it to be politic to concede 
to all their full rights.”"— Gospel in All Lands. 


a ew 


WORK AND WORKERS IN IOWA. 

HE Woman’s Missionary Society of Iowa was organized at 

Waterloo, June 10, 1876, by adopting a constitution and 

by-laws, and choosing the following officers: Mrs. Ruby Bixby, 

president; Mrs. Clara White, vice-president; and Miss Lou 

Champlain, secretary. Thirty-two became members of the or- 

ganization, and thirty-one dollars and fifty cents were paid into 
the treasury. 

Since this date, the different Yearly Meetings of the State 
have been united into one, and the Missionary Society has con- 
tinued as one society. Since its organization, the Society has 
held ten public meetings,—all but one in connection with the 
Y. M. In September, 1881, there was a meeting called by the 
secretary, which convened at Waterloo. The constitution was 
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revised in 1879. As reported at the last meeting, we now have 
three Quarterly Meeting societies, and ten auxiliaries, with a 
membership of one hundred and eleven. Forty-five HELPERS 
are taken. The reports from the different Q. M. societies are 
not complete, so we can not state accurately the amount of 
money raised during the last year ; but more than one hundred 
dollars has been paid to Home and Foreign Missions. ‘The 
young men studying for the ministry have been remembered by 
our prayers, but not by our appropriation. 

There is needed in this State a better acquaintance through 
the field. Could there be some way devised, whereby the 
members could know more of each other, and of the interest 
that is felt by each for the others and for the work itself, much 
more would be accomplished. The MIssIoNARY HELPER is a 
great aid in this direction, but fuller reports in this would make 
it a greater helper. Could some one visit the different parts of 
the State, in behalf of this work, it would add much interest to 
every society. 

We still feel that if Sister McKenney could have visited us at 
our last meeting, a far deeper interest would be manifested to- 
day by all, and we should have a greater number of members 
and more money. We would be thankful if she could visit our 
Quarterly Meetings before our September meeting. 

New fields are opening, and there is abundant harvest for 
present help. 

Sisters, shall we not, with devotion and prayer, do our part? 

Cora Denny, Secretary. 

Waubeek, Linn Co., La. 


>< —o- 
ee 





‘¢ THE tidal wave of deeper souls 
Into our inmost being flows, 
And lifts us, unawares, 
Out of all meaner cares.” 
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“WHEREAS I WAS BLIND, NOW I SEE.” 


BY HOPESTILL FARNHAM. 


H, day of dark discouragement ! 
She leaned her head within her hand, 
And cried, ‘‘ I can not understand 
Why some have nought and some have all 
(The hot tears rose, but did not fall) ; 
I am not rich, nor wise, nor strong ; 
My life is pain; I sing no song 
That echoes far or echoes long.” 


Then her good angel looked at her 

With eyes that flashed in holy scorn :— 

‘‘A Father King,—yet lowly born? 

A God of strength,—yet thou so weak? 
Canst breathe no prayer, no kind word speak, 
Nor conquer pain?——Then is it true, 
Unhappy one, thou canst not do 

The very work He meant for you?” 


She felt new life; she raised her head; 
Love stood anear, instead of Pain, 

And Peace was in her heart again. 

‘* We long have waited here for thee,” 
They softly said ; ‘* thou would’st not see.” 
Humbly she knelt, ‘‘O Lord, forgive ! 

Thy strength, not mine, can make me live 
In lowly ways,—contentment give.” 


Then her good angel turned, and said, 
In tenderness instead of scorn, 

‘¢ Thou art not, then, so lowly born, 
Since, from the first, thy life was meant 
To carry out the King’s intent 

In this, thine own, environment.” 


As days went by, she felt surprise, 
She grew so strong and rich and wise, 
In deeds of sweet self-sacrifice. 
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FROM THE FIELD. 





ROADS IN INDIA. 
BY Z. F. GRIFFIN, 

HAVE seen in no country such contrasts in roads as there 

are in India, and, I think it safe to say, no country can pre- 
sent a greater contrast, for we have as fine roads as it is possible 
to conceive of, and as bad. The good roads are the large turn- 
pike roads running between some of the more important cities 
of India. ‘These roads are high and broad, with stone or brick 
bridges here and there, to allow the surface water to run off. 
They are covered with either metal or limestone. The material 
is called here metal, because the stone which is used contains 
so much iron. Where this is used, the roads have a red co!or- 
ing ; and where the limestone is used, they are, in summer, almost 
a brilliant white. In our portion of India, however, the material 
used for covering the turnpike roads'is principally the metal, or 
laterite rock. These large roads are under government con- 
trol. Each district has its committee, appointed by government 
to look after the roads and expend appropriations. I am told a 
large portion of the money appropriated for repairs never finds 
its way into the pocket (figuratively speaking, for they have no 
pockets) of the laborer. Knowing what I do of the character 
of the natives, I am quite prepared to believe it. As branches 
of the trunk road, there are some roads of an inferior character 
running to some of the principal outposts and villages. ‘These 
are usually quite narrow, and seldom metaled. Owing to por- 
tions of Orissa and Bengal being very flat, it often happens that 
portions of these roads, during the rains, are covered with water, 
and sometimes, during a heavy flood, are entirely swept away. 
Very frequently, too, there are no bridges on these roads, or, if 
there were bridges when they were first made, some flood has 
swept away one here and another there ; and, owing to the great 
amount of “ red tape”’ in running the government, it takes from 
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one to five years to get them replaced. Turning off, therefore, 
from the main turnpike, which is always good, you do not know 
what moment you are going to come to a place where you can 
proceed no farther. During my last trip in the country, I started 
to go toa place I had never been before. Iwent some distance 
in our large spring wagon, but was obliged to leave it, and pro- 
ceed with a native cart. I traveled about fifteen miles with this, 
though with much difficulty, when I found I could go no farther 
with the cart. I left it, and started on with my pony, but had 
not gone more than a mile when I came to a large tidal river, 
at which there was no boat save a dug-out, and at which point 
the road terminated abruptly. I sent my- horse back, and pro- 
ceeded on foot eight miles. This illustrates a fact which we 
may expect concerning almost any road, aside from the main 
trunk roads. But the greater number of the roads in India are 
no roads at all, in the sense in which we are accustomed to think 
of roads. Nine-tenths of all the villages are situated off from 
the principal roads, and simply a foot path is used for a road. 
To these villages the merchandise and produce are taken and 
brought on the backs of bullocks. These can go with their 
burdens in almost any place a man can. They even have paths 
up steep mountain sides, for these small cattle to bring down 
their wood and timber. In entering a village, these paths con- 
verge so that usually the main street is from four to eight feet 
wide. From constant wear, and on account of never being re- 
paired, these become not much less than ditches in the rainy 
season, in which water often stands from one to two feet deep. 
I have many times tried in vain to enter some of these without 
taking off my shoes and wading. This may not be true of all 
villages, but it is liable to be true of almost any. ‘These are 
all dry two months after the rains, and remain so until another 
rainy season. All except the metal roads are awfully muddy 
during the rains. The rivers are crossed by rude ferries, of 
which one might give some interesting experiences if one 
had plenty of time and space, but already this letter is too 
long. 
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WOMAN’S WORK IN BHUDRUCK AND CHANDBALI. 


{Although a number of months have elapsed since Mrs. Coldren wrote the follow- 
iny, its contents will be fresh and interesting to our readers. | 


N our removal to Bhudruck last February, woman’s work 
was re-opened. Several years ago, Mrs. Smith carried on 
zenana work there, and a native teacher lived there, and did 
good work fora series of years. But soon after Mrs. Smith’s 
return home, in 1875, the work was abandoned, and the teacher 
returned to Balasore. 
_ The influence of this work remains, and the new work will be 
greatly benefited by this early seed-sowing. During those years, 
a girls’ school was established by the English magistrate, and 
some of the most influential baboos of the place. Mrs. Smith 
sent them a Christian teacher from Balasore, to assist in the 
teaching. She is still there, and the school is flourishing. 
Though this is a government and purely secular school, still its 
influence is for good, and indirectly it is an aid to the mission 
school, which was opened in another part of the town, the first 
of last March. Mrs. Smith sent me two teachers from Jellasore, 
whom she had trained for their work. They are doing well, 
and the school, which began with fifteen pupils, soon increased 
to thirty, and, at the beginning of September, there were forty 
enrolled, and a good average attendance. ‘There are ten chil- 
dren of Christians. About twenty are Hindu girls, and the rest 
are little Hindu boys. 

The pupils have made good progress. Especially was I 
pleased and surprised to see the rapid advancement the Hindu 
girls made in sewing. I have not been able to visit the school 
since we came to Chandbali, last May, but I have had good re- 
ports from it every month. 

The people take great interest and satisfaction in it. The 
visitors’ book, in which the government inspectors and others 
visiting the school write reports of their examinations, was sent 
me, and I found the reports favorable to the school and the 
work of the teachers. I also have had specimens of their recent 
sewing, which showed progress in that department. 
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Religious instruction is given in the day school, through the 
Catechism, in which they have done well. Nearly all the pupils 
attend the Sabbath school. Here they have learned the Ten 
Commandments, Lord’s Prayer, and other Scripture texts, and 
a number of hymns. One man became frightened lest his chil- 
dren should lose their caste, and be made Christians, so he kept 
them from both the day and Sunday school, and tried to keep 
others from the Sunday-school ; but all came back, after being: 
absent one Sunday. The children liked to come, and would 
not stay away. A small picture card is given them each: 
Sunday, and each month small prizes of pictures and picture 
books are given for good attendance in the day school. No- 
other inducement has been offered. 

The first week of May our colporter and his family came from. 
Balasore, and his wife began Bible work. She is a good work-- 
er, and I am expecting much from her labors there. She has. 
charge of a good zenana library of two hundred volumes of 
Oriya and Bengali books to use in the work. The place is ripe 
for woman’s work in all its departments. There is a call for 
more schools and zenana teaching. If I had the means, the 
work might be much enlarged. Nearly half of the expenses of 
the school is paid by the government. I have no regular funds 
from the mission, for the school or any other work, but am de- 
pending on special contributions. Here in Chandbali the con- 
dition is far different, as no mission work had ever been done 
for women and children, and nothing has been done for female 
education by government, so I do not find the people willing to: 
send their girls to school, nor caring to have them. taught at 
home. The position of women in the family is but little above 
that of the domestic animals. In the village of Chandbali, there 
are but few Oriya or Bengali women. Men come here and do 
business, and do not bring their families, as a rule. Most of 
the women are Telugus from the South, who come with their 
husbands to do cooley work. They understand very little of 
Oriya, still a good many of them come to our Sunday services. 
A good work might be done among them, if we could get Telugu 
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workers. They ar2 not so strictly bound by caste as the Oriyas, 
so they are much more easily won over to Christianity. 

There are numerous Oriya villages all about here, and all the 
way to Bhudruck there are many villages of thrifty farmers. At 
a place half way between the two, mission work was started, and 
a Christian village founded by young men from the orphanage 
at Balasore ; but, like a lot of children, they became homesick, 
and went back, after a time. But, meanwhile, Bible work had 
been done among the surrounding heathen, who now speak well 
of those workers. If we had the means, the place might be 
occupied with advantage again. 

At present, only Bible work can be done by women in Chand- 
bali and the surrounding villages. That is the best work for 
pioneering, and, indeed, should be faithfully kept up at all times. 
A baboo, who has his family here from Benares, sends his girls 
to me every day, to learn English. ‘They can talk very well, as 
also does their mother, who is quite well educated in Hindu- 
stani. j 

I have two women here employed in Bible work. They do 
not find willing listeners in such large numbers as such workers 
do in Bhudruck and Balasore. Each day they find five or six 
women willing to hear their message. But there is sure to be 
a change. The Word of the Lord is sure to find favor among 
them, and more and more willingly will they listen to the Gospel 
message. 

Chandbah, Sept. 15, 1886. 








“WHILE practicing law a number of years ago,” says Judge 
Tourgee, “I had a peculiar will case. An old lady who was 
a slaveholder, dying, bequeathed her colored man, John, and 
her dusky maid, Jane, who sustained to each other the relation 
of husband and wife, to the trustees of the church, to be used 
as far as possible for the ‘ glory of God.’ I was curious to know 
what course was taken, and, upon investigation, found that, after 
meditation and prayer, the pious trustees sold their living legacy 
at auction, and, with the proceeds, sent a)missionary to China.” 
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HELPS FOR MONTHLY MEETINGS. 





[After the opening services, a brief but interesting exercise may follow, by re- 
quiring the members to answer the following questions, the answers to which will 
be found in the article, in this number, from Rev. Z. F. Griffin, of Balasore, India. 
If the members are not prepared to answer the questions verbally, by a little pre- 
vious preparation, the president can indicate where the answers may be found, ] 


ROADS IN INDIA. 

Give some general facts in regard to roads in India. 

How are the turnpike roads constructed ? 

Under whose control are they, and how is the power used? 

Tell about the inferior roads. How are most of the villages 
situated ? 

Illustrate by relating Mr. Griffin’s experience. 

How are the rivers crossed ? 


‘ 


[The plan of study suggested in the March HELPER called forth answers in the 
Roger Williams Auxiliary, which may be helpful to some who have not access to 
good helps. We give our readers the benefit of some of them.] 


GENERAL INDIA. 

Perhaps a few statements with regard to the geographical 
features of India will not be out of place. India is situated in 
the southern part of Asia, and is in general diamond shaped. 
The extreme distances are about 1,800 miles north and south, 
and 1,500 miles east and west. It contains 1,417,547 square 
miles. To get a more definite idea, we may compare its size 
with that of countries with which we are better acquainted. 
The United States of America contains 3,260,073 square miles 
of territory. India is therefore about one-half as large as our 
own country. Again, take Germany, add to it France, Spain, 
Portugal, Italy, Switzerland, and the Netherlands, and still we 
have not as large a country as India. Within its limits, 252,- 
000,000 people are huddled together, and yet large tracts of the 
country are either uninhabited or but thinly populated. In 
some places, from four to six hundred people live on a single 
square mile, and this fact testifies to the marvelous fertility of 
the soil. 
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While the United States contains but little more than twice 
the square miles of India, five times the population of the United 
States and 1,000,000 more call India native land, and dwell 
midst all her religious darkness, superstition, and crime. The 
multitudes of its precious souls now open to missionary effort 
ought to make a field open to the best efforts of the Christian 
Church. 

If you open your geography, and turn to the map of Asia, in 
the southern part, between the Arabian Sea and the Bay of 
Bengal, you will see Hindustan. In the eastern part of that 
country you find Calcutta, and a little west and south-west of 
Calcutta are our mission stations. You will not find their names 
on the common maps, but the larger of them are Balasore, 
Midnapore, Santipore, Bhimbore, and Dantoon. 


BALASORE. 
ITS LOCATION—AREA—POPULATION—PRODUCTIONS. 


Balasore, a district of British India, is bounded on the north 
by the district of Midnapore ; on the south, by Cuttack district, 
from which it is separated by the Batarani River; on the west, 
by tributary States of Keunjhar, Nilgiri, and Morbhanj; on the 
east, by Bay of Bengal. 

Balasore district forms a strip of alluvial land, between the 
‘hills and sea, varying from about nine to thirty-four miles in 
breadth ; area, 2,066 sq. miles. The hill country rises from the 
western boundary line. The district naturally divides itself into 
three well-defined tracts: (1) the salt tract along the coast, (2) 
the arable tract or rice country, (3) the submontane tract or 
jungle lands. The salt tract is a desolate strip, a few miles 
broad. ‘Toward the beach, the length of the coast, are sandy 
ridgesyfrom fifty to eighty feet high, sloping inland, covered with 
low scrub jungle. Sluggish, brackish streams creep along be- 
tween the banks of black mud. 

The sand hills near the ocean are covered with creeping 
vines and wild convolvulus. Inland, it spreads out into prairies. 
The long grass and scrub jungle harbor wild animals in plenty. 
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There is scarcely a hamlet through this vast region. Here and 
there patches of rice are cultivated. Salt is largely manufactured 
in the tract by evaporation. 

The population of Balasore, in 1872, was 770,232 souls, resid- ~ 
ing in 3,266 villages, consisting of Hindus chiefly, Mohammedans, 
Buddhists, and Christians, including two settlements of mission- 
aries in the district belonging to Free Baptists. The district of 
Balasore contains only one town of upwards of 5,000 inhabitants ; 
viz., Balasore City, with 18,263. Nearly the whole population 
live by agriculture. Rice is the staple crop, of which there are 
many varieties. Pulse, oil seeds, hemp, tobacco, cotton, sugar- 
cane, etc., make up the agricultural products of Balasore. The 
husbandmen consist of two classes: thanes or cultivators, with 
the right of occupancy; and pakes, or tenants at will. About 
one-half the district is under tillage, the rest incapable of culti- 
vation. 

The exports are grain, sugar, oil-seeds, timber, hides, horns, 
etc. ; imports, native cloths. The climate greatly varies at dif- 
ferent seasons. From March to June, the hot season is tem- 
pered by cool sea breezes. From June to September, the 
weather is close and oppressive. From October to February, 
the cold season brings north-easterly winds, with cool mornings 
and evenings. ‘The arable tract is a treeless region, except 
around the villages, which are encircled by fine mango, banyan, 
and tamarind trees, intersected with green, shady lanes of bam- 
boo, a few palmyras, date palms, and screw pines, and a sort of 
aloe, whose leaves are armed with triple rows of hook-shaped 
thorns. These are scattered, or grow in straight lines between 


the fields. 
RELIGIONS OF BALASORE. 


From the great Aryan plains of Central Asia came the ances- 
tors of those who now people India. They worshiped nature, 
having also a dim perception of a power that was above and 
over all. To this power they finally gave a name,—Brahma. 
To them there was “ but one Being, no second ; nothing really 
existed but the one universal Spirit.” The word Veda, meaning 
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knowledge, is a.term applied to the divine, unwritten knowledge 
supposed to have issued from the mouth of Brahma himself. 
Hence the name Veda is not infrequently applied to Brahma. 

The Vedas also were the books containing their sacred writ- 
ings. The religion of this time was true Brahmanism, or, as 
sometimes called, the Vedic religion. Brahma had many 
names, and, in the course of time, these names were applied to 
other gods ; and, from the simple belief in one God, Brahman- 
ism of to-day has developed a belief in many gods, of which the 
chief is Brahma. 

This, then, is the principal religion with which our mission- 
aries have tocontend. The first mission established at Balasore 
was a Baptist mission. It flourished for a number of years, and 
then was transferred to a station near by. In 1827, the third 
mission was established at this place. This in turn was removed 
to a neighboring town, and, for a number of years, Balasore was 
without the direct aid of missionaries. But to-day our people 
are laboring earnestly there, and doing a good work. 








TO THE “ INNOCENT.” 


BY HOPESTILL FARNHAM. 


ITTLE flower beside the wall, 
You are neither fine nor tall ; 
Yet you have a quiet grace, 

So in keeping with the place 
Where you breathe, and bloom, and die,— 
How can any pass you by? 
Stately flowers may know it all, 
Having looked across the wall ; 
Straining hard to grow and gain 
Hights that rose for other men. 
You are glad, from sun to sun, 
With God’s gift to everyone,— 
Bit of earth and bit of sky ; 

He has never passed you by. 
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HOME DEPARTMENT. 





‘* In glad and full surrender, I give myself to Thee, 
Thine utterly, Thine only, Thine evermore to be. 
O Son of God, who lovest me, I would be Thine alone, 
And all I am and all I have, shall henceforth be Thine own.” 
+ +> 4 


SPIRITUAL LIFE. 
HE words and life of the Christ, and the experiences of holy 
men and women, seem to teach the necessity of losing one’s 
self-life in God, if one ever attains unto spiritual life. On this 
subject, a writer for the “ Higher Life Department” of Zhe 
Laws of Life, says :— 


“‘T have lost my personality. I am Truth’s, and I feel her 
everlasting arms under me, and her inspiration is my life. This 
is life. May it be mine yet more abundantly.” 


Another, responding to this, says :— 


“It is wonderful! for is it not one of the greatest, grandest 
things that can happen to a human soul, that it loses itself in 
God? ‘I have lost my personality. I am Truth’s.” To be 
given upto Truth is to be given to God. The Lord Jesus said, 
‘IT am the Truth.’ 

‘““To be. able to take such a stand as you take, to make such 
a statement, implies a life of complete self-abnegation ; and this 
opens the soul to receive the highest life that can be known to 
a human creature, here, or anywhere. You have experienced 
the most important event of existence. The latent germ of 
everlasting life in you has been fructified, and henceforth you 
are to grow. It is true you are only at the beginning. You can 
not conceive of the things that are in store for you, of the glory 
that shall be revealed in you, any more than the tiny plant, when . 
it pushes its unfolding leaflets up through the brown earth, and 
catches its first rays of sunlight, can conceive that it is one day 
to be a mighty tree, in whose branches the birds shall find shel- 
ter, and in whose fruit and shade and beauty of proportion, out- 
line and color, men shall find great delight. It doth not yet 
appear what we shall be. 
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“ Nevertheless, he great event is behind you, not before you. 
The crisis is passed, for you have been made alive, You say, 
‘This is life. May it be mine yet more abundantly.’ It shall 
be, for the Son of God came that we might have life, and have 
it more abundantly. The supply is absolutely exhaustless, and 
it is for us. We were created to manifest the life of God. Our 
natures demand it in their constitutional make-up. Without it 
we languish, we hunger and thirst, we perish. It is ours,—to 
lay hold on Eternal Life. It is ours, to put away self-life, to 
turn away from it whenever and wherever it seeks to assert it- 
self, to ignore it, deny it, crucify and put it to death, and let the 
life and the will of God reign in us supreme. It is a pains-tak- 
ing process ; it may be a painful one. It is a grow/h, and takes 
time ; but, thanks be to God who giveth us the victory through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, it is Ae who ‘ worketh in us both to will 
and to do of his good pleasure.’ So I congratulate you, and 
rejoice for the world. May you make steady growth in grace 
and in the knowledge of the Lord, for this is life eternal.” 

~-- OO 

HEAD-QUARTERS FOR THE WOMAN’S BUREAU. 
ie the last issue, the editor very clearly presented the work of 

the Woman’s Bureau at Ocean Park, and its immediate 
needs. This undertaking on the part of the ladies was com- 
menced about six years ago, and, little by little, has come to 
include many of the lines of work that are interesting woman 
to-day. It aims “ to promote the physical, mental, and spiritual 
culture of women and children,” and also to develop Sunday- 
school and missionary workers for most effective service. 

As the editor says, “ to secure the accomplishment of all this, 
there must be a building at the Park,” or head-quarters for the 
Woman’s Bureau, which shall have a children’s room, a mission- 
room that shall be supplied with missionary literature, and be 
-the head-quarters of missionary workers ; a reception-room, open 
to all; besides a committee-room, and a parcel and toilet room. 
The plan is to so arrange the larger rooms that they can be used 
for normal classes, lectures, etc. It would add much to the in- 
terest in this undertaking, if one or more of these rooms should 
be taken by individuals or societies. 
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Already Ocean Park Association has donated a lot, and the 
building and furnishings will probably cost about $1,000. The 
committee having the matter in charge is planning to issue a 
circular, and distribute it among the friends of the Bureau and 
of missions. An appeal will be made for donations in twenty, 
ten, five, and one dollar shares. It will help very much if 
friends will at once make volunteer pledges, which shall cover 
the cost of one of these rooms, or be equal in amount to one of 
these pledges ; for, as we all know, a vigorous and enthusiastic 
send-off in any work helps wonderfully in raising that last half 
which is often so hard to secure. 

This plan aims at helping the work advocated by this “ Home 
Department,” which, we suspect, affects missions ‘in its far- 
reaching influences more than most people dream. 

All volunteer pledges of the kind which have been mentioned 
should be sent at once, if possible, to Mrs. J. C. Osgood, Treas- 
urer Woman’s Bureau, South Berwick, Maine. Per Com. 


—__—_+~> + 
JOHN QUINCY ADAMS AND HIS MOTHER. 


One of the old dramatists wrote :— 
‘¢ The mother in her hand holds the key 
Of the soul; and she it is who stamps the mold 
Of character, and makes the being, who would 
Be a savage 
But for her gentle care, a Christian man.” 

The mother of John Quincy Adams said, in a letter to him, 
written when he was only ten years old: “I would rather see 
you laid in your grave, than grow a profane and graceless boy.” 

Not long before the death of Mr. Adams, a gentleman said to 
him, ‘* I have found out who made you.” 

‘‘What do you mean?” asked Mr. Adams. 

The gentleman replied, “I have been reading the published 
letters of your mother,” 

“Tf,” this gentleman remarks, “ I had spoken that dear name 
to some little boy who had been, for weeks, away from his 
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mother, his eyes could not have flashed more brightly, nor his 
face glowed more quickly, than did the eyes of that venerable 
old man when I pronounced the name of his mother. He stood 
up in his peculiar manner, and said :— 
“¢ Ves, sir; all that is good in me, I owe to my mother.’” 
John Quincy Adams could say, with Dr. Bethune :— 


‘* I’ve pored o’er many a yellow page 
Of ancient wisdom, and have won, 
Perchance, a scholar’s name. But sage 
Or bard have never taught thy son 
Lessons so dear, so fraught with holy truth, 
As those his mother’s faith shed on his youth.” 
a a 


CHRISTIANIZED BARBARISM. 


How prone we are to pride ourselves on our superiority to 
the heathen, apart from any thought of our greater spiritual ad- 
vantages. But, after all, there may be a question whether the 
vestiges of barbarism which are retained in our fashionable life, 
are in every case a gain over like pagan customs which we have 
cast aside. 

Take, for example, the old barbaric custom of boring holes 
through the ears of young girls, to thrust in bits of showy metal 
adorned with glittering stones or glass. ‘This is adhered to now 
with persistency ; while the use of the o/d-fashioned nose-rings, 
which the wives of Bible patriarchs were wont to dangle, is too 
barbarous for modern Christians. In the Pelero Islands, the 
natives had a custom of boring a hole in the cartilage of the 
nose, that they might thrust into it a fresh bouquet, or nosegay, 
every morning, and so enjoy the fragrance of the flowers. Now, 
who shall say that, from an esthetic view, a hole in the nostrils, 
as a nosegay holder, is not as admirable as two holes bored in 
the ear-lobes, for the express purpose of showing off metal rings 
and other jewelry? —S. S. Zimes. 
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WORDS FROM HOME WORKERS. 





New HAMPSHIRE. 


At the last session of the Belknap Q. M., holden at Lake 
Village, the last of January, the ladies resuscitated this Q. M. 
Missionary Society, which has not been in working order for the 
past two or three years. We chose as our president, Sister E. 
W. Porter, under whose supervision we feel confident the society 
will be a success. Certain it is that one alone can not do all, 
but if each church will take the interest which this great subject 
demands, we shall surely increase in interest and power. 

One evening during the Q. M. was given the ladies, which 
we hope was not sper’ in vain. Mrs. F. L. Wiley presided at 
the meeting. An excellent paper by Mrs. Porter was listened 
to with interest by a full house. The rest of the evening was 
occupied by the young ladies and children, who read letters 
from missionaries, and furnished recitations and singing. 

Please pray for us, that we may be successful, and prove a 
profitable addition to the many Q. M. societies. 

Mrs. D. H. Apams, QV. M. See. 


The ladies of the church in Hampton have, for some time, 
been interested in the Woman’s Society, and have felt the need 
of an auxiliary. After fairly “counting the cost,” they invited 
the treasurer of the society to visit them, for the purpose of 
assisting in organizing. One cold, windy day in March, she 
met a good number of the ladies of the Hampton church,—ear- 
nest, intelligent wouien,—and they formed an organization which 
we most heartily welcome to the Q. M. Society. Most of the 
churches in Strafford County are now organized. We hope 
every one of them will soon have an auxiliary. 


New YorK. 


An auxiliary of forty members has recently been organized in 
our church in Springville. 
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The monthly meetings are well attended, and an increased 
interest in mission work is manifested. The society gave its 
first missionary concert Sunday evening, Feb. 20. We are 
thankful for the growing interest, and that new workers are com- 
ing forward, willing to help carry on the blessed work of send- 
ing the Gospel light into the darkened homes of India. 

Mrs. E. W. Jones, Sec. 


MICHIGAN. 

A report has been received of an interesting meeting held by 
the Union auxiliary, Cass County. There were in attendance 
twenty ladies, and the time was usefully and pleasantly spent. 
A quilt is being pieced, and suggestions as to the disposal of it 
will be gratefully received by the president, Mrs. Lucinda 
Dibble, or the secretary, Miss Carrie Wheat. 


MAINE. 


BowpoinHaM.—The W. M. Society of Bowdoinham held their 
annual public meeting at the Ridge F. Baptist church, Nov. 21, 
1886. The exercises consisted of music, prayer, an interesting 


Bible reading prepared by our pastor, select readings, recita- 
tions, a sermon by a little lady seven years old, and a dialogue 
by ten young ladies. A few new members have joined us, and, 
during the year, our Society and church have raised $70.00 for 
missions. We think we can truly say that the greater part of 
our members, at least, have an earnest purpose to accomplish 
more in the coming year than we have before. 


A MEMBER. 


GEORGETOWN.—There is no Q. M. auxiliary in our Q. M. 
The field looked rather dark when we came here, last March. 
Since then, there has been one new organization at Georgetown, 
for which we praise God and take courage. Dear sisters, let us 
all try and do something,—if we do no more, let us teach the 
children to give. They are the ones whose influence will tell in 
the future. Mrs. M. J. WInsLow. 


MapPLeton.—I think the Mapleton auxiliary has never been 
reported in your pages» We organized a little over a year ago, 
with five members, and have had one join us since then. Most 
of the people here do not believe in Foreign Missions. One 
great reason is, they have not been educated for the work. 
Our ministers here, as a general thing, do not agitate this ques- 
tion enough. Since our auxiliary was organized here, we have 
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had, I think, two sermons or lectures on foreign-mission work. 
Our numbers are small, but we are trusting in God, hoping and 
praying that ere long we shall have additions to our numbers, 
and that there may be an interest awakened here. Last year, 
our money went for general work. ‘This year, we are trying to 
support a native teacher in India. I think we shall succeed in 
our effort. Our members are somewhat scattered, and we labor 
under great disadvantage. Pray for us, dear sisters. 

On Sunday afternoon, April 10, we had a public entertain- 
ment. An interesting programme was presented, which includ- 
ed music, singing by the choir, Scripture reading, recitations, 
and select readings. Mrs. C. M. CHANDLER, See. 

+4. 
CENTRAL ASSOCIATION NOTES. . 


Miss Carrie Norton, of Depauville, N. Y., has consented to 
take the correspondence relating to the “shares” in Mrs. Grif- 
fin’s salary, and will give more time to that work than it has 
been possible for the secretary to give during the past year. 

Gibson Q. M. W. M. Society, from the quickening given it 
by a visit from Mrs. Nellie Dunn Gates, at its last session, re- 
organized, and proposes to do more systematic work for mis- 
sions than in the past. Mrs. Calvin Prescott is now president 
of the Society, and Mrs. O. C. Whitney secretary and treasurer. 
Mrs. Gates gave an address upon the ‘‘ Why and How of Mis- 
sions.” Would that she, or some other equally efficient worker, 
might visit each Q. M. in the denomination, this very month, 
with like good results. 

The Saturday evening service of the Cattaraugus Q. M. W. 
M. Society, at the February session, held withthe Harmony and 
Great Valley church, was a success, for the dear Lord was in it 
all, The readings by Miss Davis, Mrs. S. R. Evens, and Miss 
H. J. McKoon, and the exercises by the children, prepared by 
Miss McKoon, were excellent. It was a pleasure to look in the 
faces of such an attentive audience, and to some hearts came 
the assurance that a mission meeting in which all are interested, 
and many take part, honors God, and deserves the best evening 
of the Q. M. 7 

A W. M. Society was organized, last summer, in the Cottage 
church, Chautauqua Q. M., and now there is another at Cherry 
Creek. There is hope of a blessing coming to the old Chau- 
tauqua Q. M., now that it begins to reach out to help others. 
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A MORNING WALK IN INDIA. 


~ CHILDRE 














BY MISS E, F. BUTTS. 

HALL I tell you what I saw, during a walk, one morning last 
week? It was only a short walk, less than ten minutes, just 
across the fields from Mr. George’s, where I live, to Dr. Bach- 
eler’s house. Just after starting, I passed a tree to which a 
lively little monkey is chained. When I came near him, he 
scampered up the tree into his box-house, much faster than any 
pussy could do, and sat winking and grinning at me. Next I 
saw some little boys, with only a bit of cloth around their shiny 
brown bodies, flying kites. Kite-flying is a favorite pastime 

with little boys, and large ones, too. 

As I crossed a road, I saw a boy driving a pair of bullocks, 
which were hitched to a curious looking cart. The boy sat on 
the cart-tongue, his legs crossed in front of him, and a bullock’s 
tail in each hand. That is the way they drive bullocks, or oxen, 
here. When the driver wants the bullocks to go faster, he jerks 
their tails. Sometimes a tail is jerked or twitched so hard that 
it is broken, and the poor beast has a crook in his tail ever 
afterward. Oné of Miss Coombs’s bullocks has had his tail 
broken in this way several times, so he has a “crimped’”’ tail 
now. 

A little farther on were some black goats and pretty little kids 
busily nibbling away at the short, dry blades of grass. Six small 
donkeys were also feeding beside the path, while a large number 
of cows were scattered over the field. Hundreds of tame crows 
were flying about, often alighting on the backs of the cows or 
goats, and contentedly sitting there for some time. Now and 
then I met a snail, plodding along so slowly, with his house on 
his baek, that I had to stop and watch him, to be sure he was 
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moving at all. Then there were several mounds that had been 
thrown up by the white ants. There were clumps of cacti, some 
of them higher than my head. 

I passed quite near two wells,—very large, deep, dark wells, 
having round or square curbs, sometimes two or three feet high, 
made of bricks and mortar. Many people come to these wells 
to draw water. They have a kind of earthen jar, which they let 
down by a long rope, and then draw up again with their hands. 
(Ask your mother to tell you about “Jesus at the Well,” next 
Sunday. Jacob’s well was, no doubt, much like these we see 
here.) Thus far in my walk, all the sights have been pleasant 
ones ; but, as I came near Dr. Bacheler’s house, I saw a very 
sad sight. Just outside the gate were more than twenty miser- 
able looking men and women, with long, uncombed hair, and no 
clothing except a strip of dirty, ragged cotton cloth wrapped 
around their thin bodies. Some of them imploringly stretched 
towards me their thin, long, bony hands, and said some strange 
words which I could not understand; but I knew they were 
begging me to give them some fice. 

I hurried on into the house, and found Mrs. Bacheler, who 
told me that some of these people were very old, while others 
were lame or blind, or disabled in some way, so they could not 
work. When poor people can no longer work, their condition 
is very bad in this country. Even their own children will not 
give them enough to eat and wear, and are glad when they die. 
One of the ways in which good Dr. Bacheler is laying up treas- 
ures in heaven, is by giving something to help the suffering peo- 
ple. Every Monday morning they come, and a very little and 
very good old woman, by the name of Chandu Ma, is allowed 
the pleasure of giving each one of them a fice. A fice is only 
a little more than half a cent, but it is enough to buy one good 
meal of rice, which, you know, is what the people here live upon 
almost wholly. 

This Chandu Ma—“ dear old saint,” Mrs. B. calls her,— 
was once a heathen woman, and worshiped idols ; but she had a 
little granddaughter who was in Miss Crawford’s school, and 
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there learned to pray to the true God. This little girl died 
when only twelve years old; but, before she died, she told her 
grandmother about Jesus, the blessed Saviour, and made her 
promise to become a Christian. She did hecome an earnest 
Christian, and has ever since done all she could to help in the 
mission work. 

Midnapore, India, Jan. 22, 1887. 

a es 
“SUNSHINE BAND” IN MAINE. 

THROUGH the influence of the pastor’s little girl, Melvina A. 
Winslow, aged ten years, the children were invited to the par- 
sonage, on the afternoon of April 26, 1886, and the result was 
that a small band was formed, named “Sunshine Band,”— 
Sadie Rodden, president; Winnie Sherman, vice-president ; 
Lillie Ames, secretary; Melvina A. Winslow, treasurer. Two 
girls and one boy joined soon after, making, in all, seven mem- 
bers. The girls made patch-work enough to make a quilt, the 
ladies setting and tacking it for them. It was sold for $7.60. 


They sent $5.00 for missions, to L. A. DeMeritte 
Mrs. M. J. WINnsLow. 


><> 
i. sete of 


BOWDOINHAM “BUSY WORKERS.” 

THE mission band of ‘ Busy Workers,” connected with the 
Bowdoinham W. M. auxiliary, have been trying to do what they 
could during the past year. Though few in numbers, the girls 
of the band, with some help from the directors, have made a 
quilt, the proceeds of which amounted to $6.50. 

The boys have had various ways of raising money. Some 
have had missionary gardens, others missionary hens ; all have 
helped a little*toward swelling the amount in the treasury. This 
band has worked especially for Miss Ida Phillips, having sent 
$34.00 to aid in building and furnishing her new school-house. 
The band sent Miss Phillips a cambric dress, when the ladies 
sent a box to the missionaries in India. 

LuLIE BLoDGETTE, Sec. 
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EDITORIAL NOTES. 


IT is a great surprise to those who have been looking into the 
matter, to find that so small a proportion of our ministers take 
the MIssIONARY HELPER. It is no wonder that they have but 
little interest in the work of missions, if they do not read of what 
is going on. Now we want to have an immediate change in 
this respect. Our women can bring it about. First, let each 
auxiliary ascertain whether its own minister takes the HELPER. 
If he does not, he should be invited to subscribe. If he has 
but a small salary, the auxiliary should arrange to furnish him 
with it. Some of our benevolent friends can do a kind deed by 
subscribing for the HELPER for some of our ministers who are 
doing home-mission work in the West, or who are settled over 
poor, weak churches. If there is no auxiliary in any church, 
then the same work should be done by some individual in the 
church, to whose notice this comes. Let there be a rallying at 
once. Let the movement be a forward one. Let there be no 
cessation until we are able to report that every minister in our 
denomination is supplied regularly with the MisstoNARY HELPER. 
. . . As many of the friends of Mrs. M. M. Brewster write to 
ascertain her address, we give it for the benefit of all interested. 
It is 82 Woodhull Street, Brooklyn, N. Y. After the middle of 
June, during the summer months,—Danville, N. H. . . . The 
unusual amount of matter received for the department, “ Words 
from Home Workers,” has necessitated the omission of much 
that would otherwise have been given to our readers. 


LIFE MEMBERSHIP CERTIFICATES. 


Life membership certificates are now ready for use. All life 
members desiring the same, will confer a favor by sending names 
and address to Miss L. A. De Meritte, Dover, N. H., request- 
ing that the certificate be forwarded. 
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PUBLISHER’S DEPARTMENT. 





THE call for new subscribers for the Missionary HELPER has 
met with a gratifying response. It is a pleasure to report that 
about four hundred names have been added to the list since 
the first of January. Had each subscriber sent one new name, 
we could report four thousand instead of four hundred. It is 
cheering to report that the subscription list has been doubled at 
Portsmouth, N. H., Prairie City, Ill., and Manchester, Mich. 
‘ Providence, R. I., has furnished the largest number of new 
names to be sent to any one post-office ; and Mrs. L. M. Frank- 
lin, of Sheffield, Vt., has the honor to have sent the most new 
subscribers of any one person, namely, twenty. 

From what is gleaned from correspondence, we are assured 
that very many are yet at work, and that certainly by another 
year the result will be a largely increased circulation. This is 
what the magazine needs and is worthy of. It is to be made 
more of a helper than ever before, in diffusing intelligence in 
regard to our fields and workers, and also of more practical 
value for use in our auxiliary meetings. 

At the sessions of Quarterly and Yearly Meetings, the HELPER 
should be presented, and some lady appointed to secure sub- 
scribers. 

Will persons having copies of the Missionary HELPER of the 
following months, namely, January, March, April, November, 
1883; April, June, September, October, 1884; July, 1885 ; 
June, July, November, December, 1886, who have no further 
use for them, please forward the same to the publishing agent, 
as our files are incomplete? 

SEND for five or ten copies of “ Missionary Reminiscences,” 
to sell in your church or Q. M., and thus help increase mission- 
ary intelligence, which is the surest way of increasing interest 


in the work. 
+ 


THE FINANCES OF THE SOCIETY. 


THE seventh month of the financial year of the Woman’s So- 
ciety is now closed, and it is for its interest that all the auxiliaries 
and friends should know its present condition. During the 
earlier months of the year, contributions were large, and, at the 
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close of the first quarter, there was a surplus in the treasury ; 
but donations have lessened since then, and, as a result, we 
shall be in arrears at the close of the year, unless our monthly 
receipts are increased. 

The auxiliaries, quite likely, have not collected their quarterly 
dues, or, if they have collected them, have not promptly for- 
warded them to the treasurer, and this may be one cause of the 
falling off in receipts. Our experience in the past teaches us 
that “a word to the wise is sufficient,” and, consequently, as 
soon as friends understand that more money is needed for the 
work, we shall expecta large increase in the contributions. Let 
no one forget that the home department, including the Southern 
and Western work, especially needs help. ‘TREASURER. 

April, 1887. ; 








CONTRIBUTIONS. 


F. B. WOMAN'S MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 
Receipts for March, 1887, 


MAINE.  neapheag H. M., $3.06; F. M., 


Atkinson Aux., for Mrs. Burk- 
holder’s work $3 44 New ampton, Band, for New 
Charleston Aux., for Mrs. Burk- gn ton, school Midna ore, 
holder’s work. 3 00 ottingham Aux., iss 
East Dixfield Aux., one-half “Butts '§ $5.00; Mrs, Lightner, 
each, H. and F, M 2 35 ; general wor work, $5.00... 
Edgecombe, “‘ Sunshine” Band, ete R. Bean, for 
00, .; $1.00 H. M.. 5 00 Bible woman with Mrs. Burk. 


$4. 

F M. Aux., fo holder. ...cccccsccccccccececs 
urmingion. Gy aes or 474 Pittsfield, Young People’ s Miss. 
Portland Aux., Mary Bacheler’s Soc., for Patna Bazaar school 
support, $10.00; and Western Rochester, ‘*Merry Workers, 
work, ececesecceccce sees 1400] 50 Cts., and contents of two 
Presque Isle Aus. , for Jessie. 12 50 mite boxes, $4.00, for girls’ 
pend _ Aux, Bosc ine. work at Harper’s Ferry...... 


1 00 
VERMONT. 


Lyndon Center Aux., for Mrs. 
2 50 Smith’s sala 
Sebec Q. M., for general work, 11 52 | Wheelock Q. . Aux. collection 
West Bowdoin Aux., for ze- for Mrs. Smith’s salary 
k 10 00 
West Bowdoin, Young People’s MASSACHUSETTS. 


Band..cceccseccsecccecceccese 5 00 : 
West Falmouth Aux., for Mrs, SS H. R. Pierce, 


Lightner’s salary .......sse0 6 00 4 hil. 
West Falmouth, “Help in 8 B — Aux. Miss H. Phil 
Hands,” for Mrs. Lightner 8 P $3.75; pt On work, $2. 150s. 
Salary ..cccccccccccccccccscccs 00 Blackstone, Busy Bees, * Miss 


NEW HAMPSHIRE. Ida Phillips, $1.25; Miss 
Franklin Falls Aux... secee 4 00 Franklin, $1.25; Western 
Lake Village Aux., Park Street WOTK, $1.35 ccccscccccescccece 





2 00 
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RHODE ISLAND. 


Carolina, Young People’s So- 
ciety, Miss H. Phillips, $1.88; 
Miss Franklin, $1.87; Gen. 
Fund, $1.25 .ccccccccccccccces 

Georgiaville church, Miss H. 
Phillips, $2.50; Miss Frank- 
lin, $2.50 .cecscesese cecccccece 

Johnston church, Miss H. Phil- 
pp $1.50; Miss Franklin, 

1,50 sovce Cotobcvvcecees 

Oinesvilie Aux., Miss H. Phil- 
HipS wcccccccccccccce . 

Pascoag, Young People’s So- 
ciety, for Miss I. Phillips.... 

Providence, “Cheerful Helpers,” 
Greenwich St., tor Miss H. 
Phillips, $2.50; Miss Frank- 
lin, $2.50; estern work, $1.57 

Providence Aux., * Roger Wil- 
liams,” for Miss H. Phillips, 
— Miss Franklin, $30.00; 

estern work, $5,00 . 

Providence, Young People’s So- 
ciety ‘‘ Roger Williams,’’ Miss 
H. Phillips, $8.13 ; Miss Frank- 
lin, $8. . 

Tiverton church, Miss H. Phil- 
lips, $6.41; Miss Franklin, 
$6.50 ccccccccccce 

PENNSYLVANIA. 


Cooperstown, Mrs. S. E. Small, 
ford. M.sscese 
OHIO. 


Seneca and Huron Aux., for 
General. Funds cesescccccccvce 


INDIANA. 
La Grange Q. M...ccsccccccces 


14 00 


Il 20 





MICHIGAN. 


Batavia Aux.... 

Cass and Berrien Aux., one-half 
each, H. and F. M...ecccsccce 

Lansing Q. M.... 


MINNESOTA. 


Castle Rock Aux., for school 
with Miss Coombs, $10.00; 
home work, $6.00 .....+sesses 
Champlin, Home Mission So- 
ciety, for teacher at Midnapore, 

Minneapolis Aux., for 
work 

Minneapolis, ‘‘ Busy Bees,” for 
Bible woman in Midnapore, 

Minneapolis, Sioux Falls Aux., 


NEBRASKA. 


Nemaha River Q. M., for F. M., 
$3.50; for State work, $2.90.. 


TENNESSEE. 
Allard, Ruth E. Brockett...... 
MISCELLANEOUS. 


Myrtle children, Myrtle Hall, 25 
cts., schools in India, $2.07.... 


2 32 


Total..ceeoe seccccccces $403 32 


Notre.—* Unknown” $4.00 in Febru- 
ary receipts belongs to Mrs. C. R. Bean 
of Northwood, N. H., and was contrib- 
uted for Bible woman with Mrs. Burk- 
holder. 

Laura A. DEMERITTE, Treas. 


Dover, N. H. 


MICHIGAN Y. M. 
Receipts for Fan., Feb., and March, 1887. 


Hillsdale, F. M., $3.80; H. M., 

$3.80; Ed. Sot. bigs 
Genesee, H. M., $8.00; Ed. Soc., 
+25 eeeeeeereeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee 


a ’ « Mh ec eeceeeesecsecs 


Grand Rapids, W. M. S., F. M., 
$15.00; H. M., $16.00..-.+e006 
Oakland, H. My.ccjccccccccccece 


9 53 


12 25 
13 35 


31 00 
5 90 





River Raisin, F. M., 78 cts.; H. 
M., 78 cts.; Ed. Soc., 39 cts., 
Van Buren, F. M.. $10.25; H. 
M., $10.25; Ed. Soc., $4.80.... 


25 30 
OxforG, FF. Mie ccccceccccccarate .3 


2 35 
Total ....scccccececcceee HIOL 52 


OHIO ASSOCIATION.—WOMAN'S MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 
Receipts for March, 1887. 


OHIO. 


Union church, Harmony Q, M., 
M., 40 cts.; H. M., 40 cts.; 

BG, BOC AO Ce owahesersncce 
Lorain Q. M., F. M..cccccccccce 
Kipton Aux., F. M..scccccseees 
Cleveland Aux., F. M., $2.58; 
H. M., $2.58; Ed. Soc., $1.29, 
“ Cheerful Givers,” Cleveland, 





Mrs. Chas. Page, Cleveland, F. 
PENNSYLVANIA. 


Spring Creek Aux., F. M...ee0. 
Rockdale Aux., F. M...cececee 5 50 


Total.cccccccccccsssccce $38 31 
Mrs. H. J. Cok, Treas. 
Cleveland, O., April 7, 1887. 


6 oo 








